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but in 1905 there were 12,100,000 bank-books
with deposits of 4,650,000,000.    The Republic
founded postal savings-banks and school savings-
banks, which have done much to foster thrifty
habits.   A  frequent  reward   in   the   common
schools is a bank-book.   Besides those founded
by government there are municipal and private
savings-banks with 42,000   depositors, having
47,000,000 in deposits.1    There are also asso-
ciations like La Fourmi (The Ant), founded in
1879, in which depositors are pledged to pay
so much per week or per month.    At the end
of a certain time a division is made.    Before
1900 this society had collected 27,000,000 francs.
Organisations to provide against the contin-
gencies of life meet more and more with popu-
lar patronage.   The Second Empire gave some
encouragement to mutual-aid societies.   In 1871
there were 5,787 of them with a membership
of 683,974 and a capital of 36,000,000 francs,
while in 1903 there were 16,297 such societies
with a membership of 3,211,890 and a capi-
tal of 406,000,000 francs.2   As these societies
provide free medical service for their members
it was feared lest the law, which compels th<
town  to give free medical care to the need}

L Bliss, The Encyclopedia of Social Reform, p. 1094.
* Annuaire statistique.